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Republican Club of 

Southeast Volusia County 

FEBRUARY 2025 Luncheon Meeting 

Thursday, Feb. 13th / 11:30 AM / $20 

Elks Club, 820 W. Park Ave.,  

Edgewater  

Newsletter Admin:  Jeanne Eader 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 DUES ARE DUE  
• Pay your dues at the luncheon 

• Call Ruth Hartung and pay by credit, debit 

or Venmo—(386) 689-3348 

• Mail your form (attached) and check to: 

P.O. Box 243, NSB, FL 32170 

• Make check payable to RCSVC 

• If you joined RCSVC Sept, Oct. or Nov. 2024                                                                     

you do not have to pay your dues until Nov. 2025 

See attached Membership Form 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON MEETING 

Thursday, February 13th 

Elks Club—11:30 AM—$20 

See page 3 for more info 

The Official  

Portraits of 

President, Donald 

Trump and Vice              

President, JD Vance  

February is the Month for 
our Membership Drive 

 

A $50 Gift Card will be 
awarded to the member that brings in 

the most new members! 

REP. Running 

• Randy 

Fine 

• Aaron 

Baker 

• Ehsan 

Joarder 
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Thursday, February 13th, 2025 
11:30 AM / Lunch $20 

Location:  Elks Club, 820 W. Park Ave., Edgewater  

RESERVATIONS 

Reservation Required by  
MONDAY, FEB. 10th, 2024 

A reservation made is a                            
reservation paid 

 
Please go to the link below to              

make a reservation 
 

go.reservationrcsvc@gmail.com 

MENU 

• Marinated Grilled Chicken 

• Garlic Parm Broccoli Florets 

• Roasted Potatoes 

• Garlic Salad 

• Dinner Rolls, 

Drinks 

• Assorted Deserts 

 Brian Ashley, an author and former marketing and sales executive, now resides in New 

Smyrna Beach, Florida, with his wife Barbara. Brian was elected Zone 4 Commissioner 

in 2024. He aims to bring fresh ideas and solutions to improve the city. Brian is a father 

of 5, grandfather of 11, and great-grandfather of 4, living an active life in the Venetian 

Bay neighborhood.  

“I think it’s important for people who live in the city, work in the city, should also give 

back to the city”.  Brian Ashley 

NEW SMYRNA BEACH CITY COMMISSIONER  

ZONE 4 
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The Trump Revolution Continues and Expands 

By Newt Gingrich 

The last few days have seen even more evidence that President Donald J. Trump’s revolution 
is going to be real, deep, and thorough. 

Let’s just take four examples: Colombia, the House Republicans, the combined transgender 
and COVID-19 decisions at the Pentagon, and the firing of Justice Department lawyers who 
worked for Jack Smith in his crusade against President Trump. 

First, the episode with Colombia may have the deepest impact on foreign leaders. The Presi-
dent of Colombia decided that his country would not accept his fellow citizens who had im-
migrated illegally to the United States back into his own country. Day one, he rejected illegal 
immigrants being flown in aboard American military aircraft. President Trump reacted by 
threatening to bankrupt and isolate his country (the world’s largest exporter of fresh cut 
flowers among other things). The President of Colombia then did a 180-degree turn. He an-
nounced that he would accept his fellow citizens home – and he would send his presidential 
plane to retrieve them. Every leader in the world watched this little dance and learned a lot 
about just how tough President Trump could be. They also learned how fast he could move, 
and how willing he was to ignore diplomatic niceties and achieve his goals. 

Second, the meeting in Miami with the House Republicans was filled with lessons about the 
new administration. The House Republicans gathered at Trump National Doral Miami for 
three days. It’s a wonderful golf resort. They met in the Donald J. Trump Ballroom to hear 
from the new president. What followed was a vintage Trump speech lasting well over an 
hour. It was filled with humor, personal references to people in the audience, and a clear sig-
nal about how powerful Susie Wiles is as the first woman presidential chief of staff. 

There were two big historic themes to which people should be paying attention. President 
Trump spent a good bit of time talking about tariffs. He may have been the first president in 
modern times to quote President William McKinley (whose career had been made by a policy 
of high tariffs leading to rapid industrialization and high wages). President Trump also spoke 
to the importance of House Republicans working together. This was vital because it is a pow-
erful reminder that despite all the left’s worries President Trump is wedded to the Constitu-
tion. He knows his popularity can only be translated into permanent law by the Congress. His 
long visit with House members was a salute to their decisive importance in his legacy of per-
manent change. 
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Third, it was fascinating that the transgender and COVID-19 decisions were made in the 
same time period. Both were breaks with the establishment. Both were popular with most 
Americans. The left has never understood that forced transgenderism is repudiated by the 
overwhelming majority of Americans. We have learned more about how dangerous 
COVID-19 vaccines can be. (I came down with pericarditis and myocarditis after receiving 
my vaccination.) Americans always thought it was wrong to kick men and women out of 
the military for exercising their conscience about being forced by their own government 
to take something they feared and rejected. On both these issues President Trump will 
command popular support. 

I am looking forward in the next few weeks to see if the combined impact of President 
Trump, Vice President JD Vance, and Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth dramatically 
changes the recruiting patterns. Patriotic young men and women may pour into the ser-
vices to defend their country. This was the pattern when President Ronald Reagan re-
placed President Jimmy Carter. I have a hunch we will see it here again. 

Finally, firing Jack Smith and the lawyers who worked for him was an act of justice – and a 
warning about violating the Constitution and the law. Jack Smith was previously rebuked 
9-0 by the U.S. Supreme Court for breaking the rules while trying to destroy Virginia Gov. 
Bob McDonnell. Smith learned nothing from this – and he was even more radical and out-
rageous in his effort to destroy President Trump and those around him. 

Firing Smith’s team was the minimum act of preservation for the rule of law and the Con-
stitution 

The revolution will continue, and I will continue to report on it. 
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RCSVC SPONSOR 

                                            

 RCSVC BOOKCLUB 

DATE:  FEBRUARY 20, 2025 

TIME:  11:30 AM 

LOCATION:  THE LITTLE GRIDDLE 

412 CANAL ST., NSB 



10 

 



11 

 

RCSVC  NEWSLETTER 

Special thanks to our contributors 

Especially Stan Escudero 

REC Volusia County 

• Comm. Chairwoman— Erika Benfield                                            

support@erikabenfield.com 

• Comm. Chairman—Vic Baker                                                

vicbakervolusia@gmail.com                  

• Republican Exec. Chair—Mary Ann Pistilli 

• Republican Exec Vice chair—Duncan DeMarsh 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Newsletter, Website Admin & ADS:  

Jeanne Eader 

Facebook Admin, Event Manager:           

Jan McGee 

Social Secretary:  Judy Land 

Membership:  Tina Piercy 

Sgt. At Arms, Legislature:  Randy McKown 

Volunteers:  Gisela Klobucar 

Book Club:  Mary Fikert 

RCSVC CONTACTS 

Mail:  P.O. Box 243 New Smyrna Beach, FL 32170 

Reservations: go.reservationrcsvc@gmail.com 

Volunteer Info:  volunteer.rcsvc@gmail.com 

Phone:  Information Message Line (386) 258-1991 

Website:  www.republicanclubsevolusia.com 

Facebook:  republican club se Volusia 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President:  Mary Fikert    mafikert@gmail.com   (407)342-4384       

Vice Pres.:  Wendy Weisheimer   wendyweisheimer@yahoo.com (386) 402-2279 

 Assistant:  Roy Kertilets 

Treasurer:  Ruth Hartung     jaffe1958@gmail.com   (386) 689-3348 

Secretary:  Martha Layman   mjlayman88@gmail.com  (606) 232-9649 

  


